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                   TOWN OF ROUND TOP 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

February 6th, 2017 
  

Council met for the regular monthly meeting at the Courthouse.  Mayor Albers called to 

order at 7:28 A.M.  Louis Sellers and Frank Hillbolt were absent.     
 

The Secretary read the minutes from January’s meeting.  Steve Ditsler motioned to approve. 

Jerry Hinkel second.  Motion carried. 
 

Council reviewed the Treasurer’s report.  Ronny Sacks motioned to approve.  Steve Ditsler 

second.  Motion carried. 
 

Douglas Joseph (D.J.) Knutzen briefly addressed Council and expressed concern over 

differences between his family and the Town concerning the railroad ties they have placed 

around block thirteen. 
 

Mark Massey reported on his progress at Rummel Square.  He reported that the old green 

building that housed the Coffee Shop is being dismantled and the business has moved into 

another building next to it.  He also expressed renewed interest to remove a four and one-

half (4 ½’) section of the rock wall at Henkel Square to improve access to Teague’s Tavern. 
 

Frank Hillbolt was absent, so we had no report on continuing Courthouse Square updates 

by the DYD.  
 

Council discussed possible action regarding the railroad ties that the Kunutzen family has 

placed on three sides of block thirteen.  Council had previously approved having out 

attorney consider the situation, as well as how to proceed.  She had written a letter to the 

Knutzen family stating the Town’s position (remove the ties), but the family has never 

addressed the letter nor complied. Ronny Sacks suggested having the area surveyed to 

answer this property line disagreement, as well as others that are questionable.  The Town 

needs to know exactly where our right of way and streets are. The Town attorney had given 

the Mayor three options as the next step 1) have a councilman resolve with the Knutzen’s 2) 

council ask attorney to write another letter giving them a shorter time frame, or 3) just have 

council remove the railroad ties.  
 

Steve Ditsler suggested maybe we should remove the ties completely, After further 

discussions, Steve Ditsler motioned to have attorney proceed with option 2 (have attorney 

write another letter giving them a shorter time frame).  Jerry Hinkel second.  Motion carried. 
 

The Mayor asked Council for their thoughts about the need for a separate ordinance 

governing the establishment of subdivisions.  He presented a document developed by an 
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attorney specializing in municipals and created Subdivision Ordinances for them. The 

attorney also worked for the Texas Municipal League, and helped other small cities in 

developing various ordinances that addressed their own individual needs.  After discussion, 

Steve Ditsler motioned to approve the presented Subdivision Ordinance.  Jerry Hinkel 

second.  Motion carried. 

Council discussed considered changes to Land Use Ordinance. The minimum home site in 

the Town would be two acres in residental areas, current smaller parcels would be dealt with 

on an individual basis.  Ronny Sacks motioned for approval.  Steve Ditsler second.  Motion 

carried. 
 

Jerry Hinkel motioned to approve an increase in the Secretaries compensation and that 

Mayor should decide on amount of increase.  Steve Ditsler second.  Motion carried.   

Council reviewed the most recent AquaTech wastewater analysis reports. All results were 

well within the acceptable range.  Ronny Sacks motioned to approve. Steve Ditsler second. 

Motion carried 
 

Steve Cain, the Town Building Official, presented his report for January. There were no 

hearings. He updated Council about issues with one individual’s resistance to comply with 

the Land Use Ordinance. 
 

The Mayor reported to Council that Kevin Harper had mentioned plans to develop his 

property and build a permanent home.  However, no plans or documentation has been 

turned in at the Town office.  He also briefly commented on Mark Massey’s request to place 

an opening in the rock fence that surrounds Henkel Square.  He personally is not in favor 

because it would mean removing something important to the Town, and would also take 

four more parking places away.  
 

Mayor Albers announced that the March council meeting will be held Monday, March 6th.  
 

Jerry Hinkel motioned to adjourn.  Ronny Sacks second. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned 

at 8:27 A.M.  
  

 

 

_____________________       ____________________ 

Barnell Albers, Mayor         Dwight M. Nittsche  
  

Town Of Round Top       Secretary / Treasurer 


